Department Chair Meeting Minutes

College of Arts and Sciences

September 14, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 8:01 a.m. on Tuesday, September 14, 2010.  Dr. Vagn K. Hansen, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, presided.  Department Chairs present:  Ms. Chiong-Yiao Chen, Dr. Paul Kittle, Dr. Brent Olive, Dr. Gregory Pitts, Dr. Phil Bridgmon, Dr. Ron Smith, Dr. Robert Garfrerick, Dr. Craig Christy, Dr. Bill Strong, Dr. Christopher Maynard, Dr. David Muse, LTC Michael Snyder, Dr. David McCullough, Dr. Brenda Webb, Dr. Richard Hudiburg, Dr. Joy Borah, and Dr. Craig Robertson.  Debbie Tubbs took the minutes.  

1.
Curriculum Proposals from the Department of Foreign Languages.  Dr. Christy made a motion to approve submitting to STARS for consideration as possible General Education (Area II) candidate courses:  FL 100, FL 101/101H, FL 201 and FL 204.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.
Dr. Christy made a motion to change the number and title of:  GR 400W, Pre-Romantic Literature to GR 405W, Survey of German Literature I; GR 401W, Nineteenth-Century Literature to GR 406W, Survey of German Literature II; and GR 402W, Contemporary Literature to GR 407W, Survey of German Literature III.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.

Dr. Christy made a motion to change the number and title of:  SP 400W, Medieval and Renaissance Literature to SP 405W, Survey of Spanish Literature I; SP 401W, Modern Literature to SP 406W, Survey of Spanish Literature II; and SP 402W, Latin American Literature to SP 401W, Survey of Latin American Literature I.  The motion also included the creation of a new course, SP 411W, Survey of Latin American Literature II.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.
2.
Curriculum Proposals from the Department of History and Political Science.  Dr. Maynard made a motion to inactivate the following courses:  HI 410, Integration of Geography and History; HI 439, Tourism Development and the Global Context; HI 472, Historical Geography of the United States; HI 475, Social and Cultural History of the United States; HI 510, Integration of Geography and History; HI 572, Historical Geography of the United States; PS 402, Problems in Political Geography; PHL 402, Religion and Ethics; RE 402, Religion and Ethics; and PS 502 Problems in Political Geography.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.
Dr. Maynard made a motion to make non-substantive/editorial changes in the following courses:  HI 201, HI 201H, HI 202, HI 202H, HI 461, HI/PS 477, HI/RE 479, HI 561, HI/PS 577, and HI 579.  The motion also included a title change for HI 456 Recent United States History to History of the United States Since World War II and HI 556, Recent United States History to History of the United States Since World War II.  The motion was seconded and during discussion he explained that the results of the Five-Year Program Review in History indicated a need for curriculum revision.  The motion was unanimously adopted.
Dr. Maynard made a motion to add a thirty-dollar special fee to HI 301W and PS 301W and change the course description to reflect new emphasis in discipline-specific research literacy and computer literacy.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.

Dr. Maynard made a motion for the addition of the following new courses:  HI 417, History of Rome; HI 517, History of Rome; HI 460, Cold War (1945-1991); HI 462, History of Mexico; HI 485, US History through Film; HI 560, Cold War (1945-1991); HI 562, History of Mexico; HI 585, US History through Film; PS 315, Model United Nations ($30 fee); and PS 316, Mock Trials ($30 fee).  The motion was seconded.  During discussion he explained that due to the Five-Year Program Review in History it was determined there was a need for curriculum revision and the courses will be offered on sufficient demand (two-year cycle).  The motion was unanimously adopted.
3.
Report from COAD and Board of Trustee’s Meeting.  

-Approved building a new science building, new black box theater, and a student center.


-Approved land purchase.

-Deferred maintenance will be addressed on Wesleyan Annex and Wesleyan Hall


-Randy Horn discussed IT matters, including the replacement of Gateway 5.0 Profile computers.  Active Directory will be used in classrooms which will require professors to log in and log out of those computers.

-Craig Robertson discussed the Interdisciplinary Studies Program.


-Accepting credit from institutions that don’t have regional accreditation is still being discussed.


-Academic Forgiveness Policy is being tweaked.
4. Assessment and Planning.  Dr. Hansen stressed the importance of the workshops that Andrew Luna will be conducting on Wednesday from 3:00-4:00 or Thursday from 11:00-12:00 and asked each department chair to pick one of the sessions to attend.  The workshops will be held in Raburn 206.  
Dr. Hansen again stated the importance of multiple section courses all containing the same projected learning outcomes.  He stated it would be ideal if all humanities had the same projected learning outcomes.  He suggested making the learning outcomes simple, a small number of them, simply stated, measured simply, and in the assessment process to write a report which can then become documentation.  In program assessment, keep the number of assessments low and keep it simple.  He stated when you receive your Praxis or MFT scores, to write an analysis of the outcomes.  The department chairs expressed a desire for feedback from someone on the reports that have already been written giving them guidance as to whether they are on the right track or need constructive criticism to improve.  
5.
Other.


-Evaluations and the promotion/tenure process were discussed.

-There was a question regarding graduate school experience no longer counting in the salary calculation.

-A reminder of the Constitution Day program being held on Friday at 10:00 a.m. in Wesleyan Hall Auditorium was announced.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 a.m.

Minutes were submitted to Dr. Hansen on September 15, 2010.

Minutes were approved by Dr. Hansen on September 24, 2010.
Minutes were submitted for approval to department chairs on September 28, 2010.

